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Abstract 
 
Alice Walker’s novel The Color Purple brings up issues 
women had to endure since women were the largest 
oppressed minority group as shown today as well. Since most 
of Walker’s life story was unacceptable in society, she vented 
about her adventures in her writing. Women were always told 
they were supposed to be caregivers and meant to stay at 
home, stereotyped as weak and told that they needed a man 
by their side to keep them safe. Walker used these 
stereotypes in her novel and demonstrated how women can 
be successful without a man telling them what to do and how 
woman can break away from gender expectations. 
 
Key points 
●  Women were not allowed a voice in society. 
●  Celie was taken advantage of because she was known to be 
vulnerable and silent on command. 
●  Women were stereotyped as mothers, and society expected 
them to stay at home as caretakers.  
●  Fulfilling her husband’s sexual needs was also an important 
responsibility of a woman. 
●  Since the men in the novel were oppressed for being African 
American, they wanted to feel in control so they abused their 
wives to make them behave the way they wanted them to. 
Conclusions & Discussion 
 
 Alice Walker’s The Color Purple helps us to understand what 
women went through due to being female. The idea of patriarchy 
is still present in other countries, and some still follow those ideas 
in the United States, but women have progressed so much over 
the past hundred years. It will take time and patience but 
eventually everyone should be treated equally with no preference 
towards a certain race or gender. This novel gave hope to women 
and sparked the idea of independence from men. There will still 
be people who think that women should have a husband or male 
around them to be successful, even though they can do it 
themselves.  
 
This example in The Color Purple shows that even the most 
oppressed woman, such as Celie, can reach her potential on her 
own, with help from no one. 
Works Cited 
 
“Alice Walker.” Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 21 Jan. 2018, www.biography.com/people/alice-walker-9521939. 
Cheung, King-Kok. “‘Don't Tell’: Imposed Silences in The Color Purple and The Woman Warrior.” PMLA, vol. 103, no. 2, 1988, pp. 162–
174. Retrieved from www.jstor.org/stable/462432. 
Walker, Alice. The Color Purple, Alice Walker. Phoenix, 1983. 
Mueller, M. [ca.2017] Patriarchal Society. [digital image]. Retrieved from https://www.thoughtco.com/patriarchal-society-feminism-
definition-3528978 
Warhol, R. R. (2001). “How Narration Produces Gender: Femininity as Affect and Effect in Alice Walker's ‘The Color Purple.’”. JSTOR, 
vol. 9, no. 2, pp. 182–187. Retrieved from www.jstor.org/stable/20107245. 
 
